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ever, next day Henry managed to escape from the Louvre, and
fled from Paris, leaving his mother to see what she could do
by her well-known gift for reconciliation. Issuing from the
Louvre almost unaccompanied Catherine went to seek the
Duke of Guise. Her journey across the city was a difficult
operation. The streets were everywhere blocked by bairicudes,
and at each of these it was necessary to induce those who
guarded them to allow her to pass and to make an opening
for her sedan chair. But though the Leaguers weie in open
rebellion she induced them to do so, "all heads being uncovered
to the Queen Mother." Nothing could show better than this
the influence which Catherine (once so despised by tho French
people) had in thirty years gained among them. As so often
before, she was successful in assuaging the angry passions
raging; and though everything was against her she succeeded
in getting Guise to accompany her to Chartres, where the
King was, and in arranging terms of peace, though the latter
practically left Guise all-powerful in the kingdom (nth July
1588). Within a fortnight after this peace was made in France
the Spanish Armada appeared off the coast of Cornwall, and
the great ten days' naval battle between Spain and England
began in which the maritime power of Spain was utterly
destroyed.

But peace was not yet to come to France; and round
Catherine's death-bed the storm was still to rage. Henry III
was now determined to assassinate Guise, but, remembering
what had taken place before, carefully kept his design from
his mother. Catherine, worn out by so many labours and
anxieties, was by this time in a dying condition, and removed
to Blois, that fortified chateau on the Loire which Francis I
had so greatly improved and enlarged. Thither in October the
King summoned the States-General to assemble; and there, on
ihe 23rd December 1588, Henry carried out his plot to rid
himself of the Duke of Guise.
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